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lAny publication noticed in these pages may be obtained of the American Publication 
Society or Hebrew, Morgan Park, 111.] 



INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF THE HOLT SCRIPTURES.* 



No one, in our day, could undertake a more difficult task, in the line of 
book-making, than to write an Introduction to the books of the Bible. In the 
present agitation of all the subjects which are included under the head of Intro- 
duction, very few men would have the courage to undertake such a work. Dr. 
Harman, however, is one of the few. The work before us is one worthy of great 
commendation, and the author is certainly to be congratulated upon the fact that 
the fourth edition should be called for within so short a time. 

The work includes both Old and New Testaments. What we shall say, must 
be confined to that portion of the book (pp. 1-447) which considers the former. 

There is nowhere in the book any formal division between General and Special 
Introduction. Yet this division is practically made, since chapters i-v. are 
devoted to those topics which are generally classified under the head of General 
Introduction; e. g., the Canon, the Hebrew and cognate tongues, the text, manu- 
scripts, and Ancient Versions, while the remaining chapters (vi.-lii.) are devoted 
to the consideration of particular books. 

That the author regards the Pentateuch controversy as one of vital interest is 
very evident, from the fact that out of forty-seven chapters given to special books, 
twenty-four are given up to this subject. These twenty-four chapters include 190 
of the 360 pages given to all the Old Testament books. 

The edition before us has been brought down to the very present, and con- 
tains a large amount of material not included in the original issue. It is of interest 
to note how firm the author remains in his original convictions : " In this edition of 
the 'Introduction' I have examined, and endeavored to show the falsity of, the the- 
ory of Graf, Kayser, Wellhausen, Kuenen, and W. Robertson Smith, who hold that 
the priestly laws of the middle books of the Pentateuch were not recorded until 
the period of the Babylonian captivity, and that they were completed about the 
time of Ezra. When I discussed the genuineness of the Pentateuch in the first 
edition, the new critical opinions did not seem important enough to demand a 
separate refutation. Since that time I have examined them again, and studied 
nearly the whole Hebrew Bible with special reference to them. As a result, it 
seems to me perfectly clear that the entire Pentateuch is older than any other 
part of the Old Testament ; I have, therefore, no change of view to announce, 
and no concessions to make to the new critical school." 

It will be an interesting study to compare with our author's treatment of thia 
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subject, that, just published, of Prof. Bissell * who will be found, we dare say, as 
strong and as firm an opponent of the new views as Professor Harman. 

The writer did not, of course, expect those who should use his book to agree 
with him in all of its details. There are many points, some indeed of consider- 
able importance, which we do not feel inclined to accept; e. g., the assignment of 
Job to the time of David ; the assignment to David of all the Psalms ascribed to 
him in the superscriptions ; the treating of Psalm lxxii. as written for Solomon 
by David, on account of the words "the prayers of David the son of Jesse are 
ended," etc. 

Our author regards Ecclesiastes as the latest book in the Canon, written 
probably even after Malachi. The Song of Solomon is understood to have been 
written by Solomon, and to have probably an allegorical meaning. 

We confess to a measure of disappointment in the treatment given the Minor 
Prophets. Twenty-four pages, an average of two pages to each prophet, is all 
that is allowed these important books. Nor do we find any very definite opin- 
ions asserted. Bleek is every-where quoted ; while the view of the author himself 
is sometimes given, sometimes omitted. 

The chief criticism to be made is this : that the author has not systematized 
the material, has not digested the matter he would present, has not given us the 
results in as clear and attractive a form as we could have wished. And yet, after 
all, there is no such book in the English language. It is the only book which can 
be used in the class room with any sort of satisfaction. From no other book can 
such help be secured as is contained in this volume. It is a work, therefore, of 
which every divinity student should make large use. It is a work, too, which 
should be in the library of every minister. 



THEOLOGICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA, t 



The design of this book is not to teach theology, but to show where theology 
is taught. Enough attention is not paid to this subject in American Seminaries. 
It is of prime importance that the theological student shall know the relation 
which the various departments sustain to each other. Our author truly says : 
" The position of this science (i. e., Encyclopaedia of Theology) is at the beginning 
and at the end of theological study. It precedes, as an outline map accompanies 
a geography. It follows as a review. It is the hand-book of theological study 
through life." 

The writer follows, in general, the outline and method of Hagenbach, though 
with numerous additions and modifications. 

In the Introduction there are treated twenty-one topics, the most important 
of which are as follows : Definition of the Science ; Choice of a Profession ; Mo- 
tives for entering the Ministry, Character of Ministers as religious teachers ; 
Ministers as related to the church ; Theological Study ; the Theological School. 

In the second division of the book there are discussed : Theology as a Posi- 
tive Science; Theology as Theory and Art; Theology in its Historical Develop- 
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